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<A In reply to the EXAMINER'S ANSWER entered in the present 

N appeal on November 15, 2005, appellant offers the following 

supplemental arguments: 

Each of the rejected claims 1 through 21 calls for a 
combination of structural elements. One of these structural 
elements is set forth in terms of structure (a hub post constructed 
of a stiffly resilient material having a specific durometer) and 
function (providing a balance of resilient characteristics and 
renitent characteristics for establishing the desired selective 
gripping and selective release of a disk and for resisting 
deleterious compression and crushing while retaining the disk upon 
the post) . The prior art is devoid of any disclosure or any 
suggestion of a combination of elements which includes either the 
structure or the function provided by that distinguishing 
structural element. 
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